MONTAIGNE  AMONG  HIS   BOOKS

six precious waifs and strays from the dispersed
library of Montaigne, or volumes which had been
once in his hands, have been recovered. Thus, on
the quays of Paris one happy explorer lighted
upon the copy of Plantings edition of Caesar's
Commentaries, which Montaigne began to read,
as a note records, in February, 1578, and finished
in July of the same year. More than six hundred
notes in his handwriting appear on the margins;
at the end is his appraisal of Caesar, which fur-
nishes interesting matter of comparison with the
later judgment pronounced in the Essays. M.
Parison, the lucky bibliophile, cannot be censured
for imprudence in his expenditure of ninety cen-
times upon the acquisition of this volume.

M, Bonnefon, in an article in the Review of the
Literary History of France (15 July, 1895), has
described each of these seventy-six waifs and
strays, and has endeavoured to ascertain the local
habitation of each. Both in that article and in his
Montaigne and his Friends, he has considered the
indications which they afford respecting Mon-
taigne's tastes as a reader and a lover of literature.
Little more can here be attempted than to bring
within a narrow compass what he has set forth at
large. Some of the books which have been recov-
ered may have formed part of the legacy of La
Boetie, but no decisive evidence that it once be-
longed to Montaigne's dead friend has been foundf so-
